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TRIBUTE TO TRINITAS HOSPITAL’S 
COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2005 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the contribution of Trinitas Hospital 
to my home State of New Jersey. Their com-
mitment to the health and health care of all 
New Jerseyans is laudable, and most worthy 
of our recognition in this chamber here today. 

On Tuesday, September 13, 2005, they will 
dedicate their brand new, $28 million, five- 
story Trinitas Comprehensive Cancer Center, 
which will house the Hospital’s state-of-the-art 
Medical and Radiation Oncology programs, in-
cluding technology that will be the first of its 
kind in the State, giving their staff the re-
sources they need to ensure that cancer care 
in New Jersey is the best in the Nation. 

Trinitas Hospital is a full service healthcare 
facility and a Catholic teaching hospital spon-
sored by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Eliza-
beth. They care for and serve many of my 
friends and neighbors in my district. 

The hospital already serves our community 
by offering the greatest of cancer care, pro-
viding services from diagnostics to chemo-
therapy treatment to patient and family coun-
seling, as well as everything in between. In 
addition, the Hospital conducts a large number 
of outreach programs for the community to 
screen for breast, prostate, cervical, and colon 
cancers, and to educate community members 
about cancer detection and prevention. In a 
State like ours, where New Jersey residents 
have a 16 percent higher incidence of cancer 
that the national average, education and pre-
vention are the keys to overcoming the battle 
against this insidious disease, and Trinitas 
Hospital is, and continues to be, a leader in 
this all-important fight. 

I would also like to commend them for their 
efforts to raise awareness about minority 
health disparities in New Jersey, and to offer 
services to fill the gap in health care quality for 
our minority citizens. Their concern about the 
higher incidence of cancer among minorities 
led to the establishment of the Breast Health 
Outreach program, which provides crucial in-
formation on cancer prevention to thousands 
of minority women each year. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me as I rec-
ognize Trinitas Hospital and the men and 
women there who are dedicated to making our 
community a better place; and I encourage my 
colleagues to join me in sending our congratu-
latory best wishes as they dedicate their new 
Comprehensive Cancer Center facility. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO JORDAN 
ELLIOT, RECIPIENT OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL FREEDOM SCHOL-
ARSHIP 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2005 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the superior academic performance 
of Jordan Elliot, a recipient of this year’s Presi-
dential Freedom Scholarship. Thirteen stu-

dents in the 26th Congressional District are re-
ceiving this special recognition. 

This award recognizes outstanding service 
and citizenship initiatives by the students, who 
were nominated, and provides an opportunity 
to acknowledge their leadership. Administered 
by Learn and Serve America, the scholarship 
provides $500 in Federal funds, matched with 
$500 from a community organization or busi-
ness obtained for the student by their high 
school or Boys and Girls Club. Winners must 
have completed at least 100 hours of commu-
nity service, either through a school-based 
service-learning program or independently 
through service at a nonprofit or faith-based 
organization. 

Jordan is a recent graduate at Lewisville 
High School and the organization matching 
her $500 in Federal funds is the Tau Rho 
Omega Chapter. 

Over 38,000 students to date have received 
this award and I extend my sincere congratu-
lations to Jordan Elliot for being one of them. 
This student’s contribution and services should 
serve as inspiration to those who wish to 
make a positive difference in the lives of oth-
ers. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2005 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, over the Labor 
Day weekend, I volunteered at the Houston 
Astrodome to assist in relieving the victims of 
Hurricane Katrina. On Tuesday, September 6, 
2005, en route to Washington, DC, from Hous-
ton, a passenger on my aircraft attempted to 
commit suicide and the flight was temporarily 
rerouted to Nashville, TN. As a result, my 
flight was significantly delayed in landing at 
Dulles airport, causing me to miss votes for 
both H. Res. 360, commemorating the 60th 
anniversary of V–J Day and the end of World 
War II in the Pacific, and S.J. Res. 19, a joint 
resolution calling upon the President to issue 
a proclamation recognizing the 30th anniver-
sary of the Helsinki Final Act. 

Had I been present in the House of Rep-
resentatives, I would have voted in support of 
both resolutions, H. Res. 360 and S.J. Res. 
19. 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. BILL NASSER 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2005 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, the State of Indi-
ana lost a giant of the medical community last 
week. On Friday, September 2, Dr. William 
Nasser passed away at St. Vincent Indianap-
olis Hospital, where he started a cardiology 
program 32 years earlier. 

Bill Nasser’s own battle with heart problems 
led him to launch a cardiology network in Indi-
ana so that Hoosiers would no longer have to 
travel hundreds of miles just to receive basic 
care. 

As Bill graduated from the Indiana Univer-
sity School of Medicine in 1961, a bacterial in-

fection made him an open-heart surgery pa-
tient at a time when the procedure was per-
formed at great risk with low survival rates. 
His heart valve was replaced three times over 
the next 18 years. 

Bill’s condition undoubtedly connected him 
with the very patients he served at the Care 
Group, a partnership with St. Vincent Hospital 
that runs the Heart Center of Indiana. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the State of Indi-
ana, I extend heartfelt sympathies to the fam-
ily of Dr. Bill Nasser, specifically his wife 
Wanda; his sons Thomas and Tony Nasser; 
his daughter Teresa Carlock; his sisters Bev-
erly Radez and Dolores Polifroni; and his five 
beloved grandchildren. 

Bill Nasser embodied the allegiance to a 
community that every town in America wishes 
of its citizens. The State of Indiana was fortu-
nate to call him one of its own. Indiana will 
miss Dr. William Nasser. 
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PELL GRANT HURRICANE AND 
DISASTER RELIEF ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of this legislation to assist college stu-
dents who have been victimized by wide-
spread devastation visited on the Gulf Coast 
by Hurricane Katrina last week. We, in North 
Carolina, know well the destruction hurricanes 
can cause as our State has been hit by at 
least five major hurricanes over the past dec-
ade. The Federal Government has a solemn 
responsibility to help those in need, and H.R. 
3169 is one very small step in that effort. 

Specifically, H.R. 3169 will relieve some 
burden for displaced college students who oth-
erwise would be required to pay back their 
Pell grants. This bill would allow the U.S. Edu-
cation Department to waive the repayment re-
quirement for Pell grant recipients whose 
school attendance is interrupted because of 
the impact of a disaster, provided that the stu-
dents were living, working or attending school 
in an area designated by the President to war-
rant major disaster assistance. 

Congress must also pass legislation intro-
duced by Congressman GEORGE MILLER and 
Congressman DALE KILDEE to provide more 
comprehensive relief for student victims of the 
storm. Nearly 100,000 college students have 
been displaced, while some 30 colleges in the 
Gulf Coast region have been severely dam-
aged by Hurricane Katrina. Many students and 
families no longer have the necessary re-
sources to pay for college—even after their 
current Federal student aid is taken into ac-
count. We need to ensure that we help all col-
lege students and student borrowers who 
have been adversely impacted by this dis-
aster. 

Congress has much, much more work to do 
to assist in the relief, recovery and reconstruc-
tion in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. H.R. 
3129 is a minimal early step in that effort, and 
I urge its adoption. 
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